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CINDY: All right. So concluding our evening, our sessions for today, we have Ryan Stollar. There 
is no one I know who advocates more fiercely and persistently for child abuse victims and child 
abuse issues. I admire Ryan so much for his perseverance.

Ryan also blogs with me when I was blogging at Patheos and he often wrote, you have several 
really good essays that are still up there about child liberation from biblical narratives and 
they’re always incredibly powerful and thorough.

Ryan, it’s so great to have you. I’ll let you take it from here.

RYAN STOLLAR: Okay, thank you. Well, hello everyone. Thank you so much for being here and 
listening and supporting Cindy’s Parenting Forward Conference. My name is Ryan Stollar. I am 
a child protection expert. I am a certification specialist for GRACE, Godly Response to Abuse in 
the Christian Environment, as well as a board member for the Child-Friendly Faith Project.

In my spare time, as Cindy said, I write child liberation theology, figuring out how to make faith 
communities safer places for children is fundamentally important to me, as I believe the Bible 
contains a core message about liberating children from abuse and neglect.

The title of my talk is Applying an Intersectional Lens to Child Protection. It will look at and 
answer three questions. First, what is child protection? Second, what is intersectionality. 
And third, and finally, putting the first two questions together, what does intersectional child 
protection look like and how can we implement it in our faith communities?

I do need to apologize in advance. I’ll be reading my speech because I have been having 
memory problems lately, so I apologize if it’s a bit boring. But one advantage is you can get 
a copy of my speech if you email me afterwards. My email is RLStollar, S-T-O-L-L-A-R@gmail.
com. That’s RLStollar, S-T-O-L-L-A-R@gmail.com.

Also, please know that this talk will include statistics about child abuse, so if you find that 
triggering, please do take care of yourself. So first, what is child protection? Put simply, child 
protection is anything and everything we do to protect children from abuse and neglect. 
Whether that abuse and neglect is physical, sexual, emotional, or spiritual. Child protection can 
be done on an individual or a systemic level. On an individual level, parents can teach their own 
children about body safety, consent, sexual ethics, et cetera.

On a systemic level, communities and organizations can create and enforce child protection 
policies, conduct abuse prevention classes for adults and children, conduct background checks 
on all employees and volunteers working with children, et cetera. Best practices dictate that 
each and every community and organization that works with children should engage in child 
protection.

More specifically, each and every community and organization that works with children should 
have a child protection policy. If you run a VBS, you should have a child protection policy. If you 
teach at a classical Christian school, your school should have a child protection policy. If you 
run a youth outreach out of your church, your church should have a child protection policy. Ask 
yourself, “Are there children involved in my project, or mission, or organization, or business?” If 
so, you should have a child protection policy.
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A child protection policy is a document that dictates community standards for abuse 
prevention and response. It specifies what a community is doing to prevent abuse. For 
example, background checks and what the community will do to respond to abuse allegations. 
For example, by promptly reporting the allegations to the authorities.

There are four parts to a child protection policy. The first is foundations. The second are 
protective practices. Third, responses to abuse and policy violations. And fourth, evaluation 
and dissemination. Let’s look at each briefly and then I promise it gets more interesting.

First, foundations. To lay the foundations for your policy, include definitions of abuse and 
general statistics about abuse so that everyone in your community is on the same page with 
regards to what abuse is and how common it is.

Second, protective practices, these are anything your community is doing to proactively 
protect children such as thorough interviews of employees, having a buddy system so that no 
child is alone with an adult at any given time, requiring windows on doors if you have a building 
and so forth.

Third, responses to abuse and policy violations. In this part of your policy, specify what your 
community will do when it encounters either allegations of abuse and/or direct violations of 
your policy. Dictate, for example, that all allegations of abuse will be promptly reported to the 
authorities and the violations of your policy lead to serious consequences.

Fourth, evaluation and dissemination. Your policy will accomplish nothing if it has not been 
updated and improved and promoted it to everyone in your community. You need to not only 
write a child protection policy, you also need to live it.

If you’d like more information about creating a child protection policy, please see the Child 
Safeguarding Policy Guide for Churches and Ministries. [inaudible 00:05:40]. I’ll leave that up 
there for a moment so you can see it.

Now a child protection policy is just one aspect of child protection. That policy should be the 
foundation upon which all your efforts should be grounded. There are other aspects of child 
protection. For example, what you teach about bodily autonomy and consent via what you 
teach about creation, and bodies, and sex, and sexual aesthetics is a huge aspect of child 
protection. How do you address or do you remain silent about the many stories of physical 
and sexual abuse in the Bible? That’s a huge aspect of child protection, too. Do you encourage 
parents to stop using corporal punishment and gently direct them towards positive parenting 
practices? Also, child protection.

Now that you have a basic understanding of child protection, let us consider the second 
question. What is intersectionality? Intersectionality is a fancy word for looking at how every 
individual has multiple identities and experiences that are interrelated or that intersect. 
Intersectionality as a term was first coined by black feminist scholar Kimberlé Crenshaw 
in 1989, though some people argue that the idea behind the term dates back to black 
feminist, Anna Julia Cooper in 1892. Another word used to describe the same reality that 
intersectionality refers to is simultaneity.

Let’s look at an image to help us better understand intersectionality. This image highlights how 
all of us have multiple identities that make up who we are. We have a racial identity, a gender 
identity, a sexual identity, and economic identity. I, for example, am white, male, heterosexual, 
middle-class, et cetera. Someone else may be black, female, pansexual, and low income. These 
various identities we have interact and determine how we experience life.



As a white man, I experience life very differently than a black woman. My whiteness and 
maleness often give me certain advantages in life, where someone’s blackness and femaleness 
might give them certain challenges and difficulties. These layers of identities and whether they 
bring us advantages or disadvantages make up the idea of intersectionality. Intersectionality 
is important to child protection because just like adults, children have multiple identities that 
shape how they experience the world.

Black children, for example, have different experiences than white children, and this is 
especially so when it comes to issues like child abuse and neglect. Children with disabilities 
have different experiences than abled children. LGBTQIA, children have different experiences 
than straight CIS gender children. As parents, teachers and child advocates, it’s absolutely 
important that we pay attention to these differences if we want to most effectively protect 
children.

What is an intersectional child protection look like? Intersectional child protection is any effort 
to protect children, that understands children have multiple identities that uniquely influence 
if and how they experience child abuse and neglect. I’ll say that again. It’s any effort to protect 
children that understands children have multiple identities that uniquely influence if and how 
they experience abuse and neglect. Here are a few ways we can do this.

First, we need to make sure that facts about intersectionality and child abuse are mentioned in 
our child protection policies. When laying the foundations of our policies, we must make clear 
that the more vulnerable a child is, the greater the chance that they will experience abuse and 
neglect. Let me repeat that. The more vulnerable a child is, the greater the chance that they 
will experience abuse and neglect. At the same time that nearly 70% of all reported sexual 
assaults occur to children ages 17 and under, child abuse impacts certain groups of children 
more so than others. For example, girls are five times more likely to be abused than boys. Black 
children face almost twice the risk of sexual abuse than white children.

Black girls face an even higher risk, as 60% of black girls experienced sexual assault by the age 
of 18. 60%, that means if you are a black girl, it is more likely that you will be assaulted than 
not. Native American children face two times the rate of abuse. Immigrant children are up to 
five times more likely to be abused and non-immigrant children. Children in low socioeconomic 
status households are three times as likely to be victimized. Children with disabilities are 
two times more likely to be victims of sexual violence. Children with intellectual or mental 
health disabilities are particularly at risk, facing 4.6 times the rate of abuse. LGBTQIA children 
are twice as likely to be sexually assaulted then straight cisgender children. This likelihood 
increases for homeless LGBTQIA children, they are 7.4 times more likely to experience sexual 
violence. Indeed, 58.7% of homeless LGBTQIA children, in other words, more than half, are 
sexually victimized.

Finally, for those of you with a heart for ending trafficking, know that 39% of child sex 
trafficking victims are LGBTQIA, and 56% of transgender children are forced into prostitution 
and sex trafficking. Why is it that certain groups of children experience more abuse than 
others? Child abuse joins forces with the way our world in general and the church specifically 
thinks about and treats vulnerable people, people like women, poor people, immigrants, 
LGBTQIA people, and people with disabilities. This is the idea behind intersectionality. The 
idea that no sin happens in a vacuum. When children stand at the intersection of multiple 
oppressions, they experience higher rates of abuse and neglect. We need to make this reality 
clear to our faith communities and our child protection policies.



Second, we need to understand how intersectional oppressions increase the chances for abuse 
and neglect. A key part of intersectionality is understanding how various forces of oppression 
interact and combine against a child based on that child’s identities. These forces have names, 
racism, sexism, classism, ableism, homo and transphobia, xenophobia, adultism, and so forth. 
When a child’s identities bring them multiple disadvantages, those oppressions stack and 
exacerbate one another. Black children, for example, face not only child abuse and neglect 
created by adultism, which is the discrimination against an abuse of children. Black children 
also face child abuse and neglect created by racism.

We see this phenomenon at play in the fact that they are three times more likely to be beaten 
by teachers in public school compared to white children. Between this fact and the fact that 
60% of black girls will be sexually assaulted, is it any wonder that suicide rates among black 
children have doubled within the last 20 years, while suicide rates among white children have 
fallen? As parents, teachers, and child advocates, we need to be students of not only generic 
child abuse prevention strategies. We also need to be students of these multiple experiences 
and identities of the children in our faith communities and tailor our strategies to them. We 
need to understand how evil forces in our world, sins like racism and sexism combined to 
create unique forms of abuse for certain children.

Third, we need to go out of our way to educate every population of children in our faith, 
communities about body safety, consent, sexual ethics, et cetera. We need widespread 
public awareness campaigns in our faith communities about child protection and child abuse 
prevention. We protect what is valuable to us, so if we value children, we must do everything 
we can to protect them. Otherwise, our evaluation is empty rhetoric.

Jesus spoke to this back when he said in Matthew 18:5, “That we are to treat children like we 
would treat himself saying whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” 
Children are images of God and so how we treat them speaks to how we would treat God. 
Treating children well means educating and empowering them against predators. We don’t 
need to wait for predators to strike first. We can go on the offensive by teaching children about 
their bodies, encouraging them to not feel shame about their bodies and instructing them to 
speak up when someone makes them feel uncomfortable. A great book for teaching children 
these lessons is God Made All of Me by Justin and Lindsey Holcomb. I’ll leave out there for a 
minute.

And note, I’m not just talking about sex ed. I am talking about embracing a worldview that 
sees strong embolden, children as healthy and righteous, strong-willed children who have 
the courage to speak against an authority figure who has harmed them. This means we must 
view childrens’ wills as not only good and right, but worthy of flourishing. We must cultivate a 
spirit of healthy disobedience in children. Parents should be strengthening, not clipping their 
childrens’ wings. Cindy’s book Parenting Forward is of course, a fantastic guide to empowering 
children.

Fourth, we need to think about dismantling oppressive power systems as part of child 
protection. One of the most essential truths you can learn about child and survivor advocacy 
is this. Abuse is about power and control. Abuse is about a more powerful person trying to 
control a less powerful person. When we understand and filter abuse through the lens of power 
and control, we see that fighting the abuse of children means we must also take up arms 
against other forms of oppression that keep children trapped in shame and silence like all those 
-isms, racism, sexism, classism, ableism.



This isn’t just woke talk or fancy social justice talk. Those -isms, call them principalities if you 
want to be religious, are every day realities for many children. Black children experience higher 
rates of abuse because of racism. Girls experience the same due to sexism. Poor children 
experience the same on account of classism, and I could go on. In each case, predators will 
use their privileges and their position of power to pray upon children who are particularly 
vulnerable. Predators single out girls for example, and use purity culture teachings to bully 
them into silence. Purity culture is a form of sexism and predators weaponize it against girls.

Predators do the same with LGBTQIA children using their being LGBTQIA as a threat against 
them if they speak up about their abuse. Predators seek out immigrant children, especially 
children of undocumented immigrants because they know the fear of deportation will keep 
the childrens’ mouth shut. If we’re going to successfully disarm predators, therefore, we need 
to think intersectionally. We need to identify the oppressive power systems in our childrens’ 
lives that are keeping children trapped in shame and silence, and then we need to tear 
those systems down. We need to speak prophetically as faith communities against forces of 
oppression that our children face. This is how we go on the offensive against predators, by 
proactively stripping their weapons of power and control from their hands.

To conclude, child abuse of every kind, physical, sexual, emotional, and spiritual is plaguing the 
church today. From the Vatican to the SBC, people are awakening to the reality of child abuse 
and predators in our midst. These are the wolves Jesus taught us to protect ourselves against, 
but we must not contend ourselves with mere defensive strategies. As adults who want to 
protect children, we must go on the offensive against those who want to harm them. We must 
educate and empower both ourselves and our children to be as wise as serpents. This requires 
a level of child protection much higher than we commonly see now. This will take significant 
effort, but children deserve nothing less. Children are not just the future of the church. They are 
the present and the kingdom of God belongs to them. Thank you.

CINDY: Thank you Ryan. Thank you. It’s always difficult to talk about child abuse. It’s a hard 
topic and I think it’s easy for us to want to turn away from it. And especially recently with the 
news and all the images of children at the borders, right. And Ryan, you and I have gone back 
and forth with a couple of articles about the issue of using images of children to talk about 
justice issues, right.

RYAN STOLLAR: Mm-hmm (affirmative).

CINDY: We can talk about that in a little bit, but I wanted to just tell everyone who’s listening 
that Ryan is not a parent yet, right?

RYAN STOLLAR: Correct.

CINDY: Yeah. So I just really want to, I just really appreciate your heart for children and your 
advocacy for children, even though you don’t have one. And I just really appreciate that.

RYAN STOLLAR: Thank you.

CINDY: Yeah. So maybe we can talk a little bit about, okay, well, first of all I have a question 
about how can we as parents, teachers, educators, to childrens’ ministers, where can we go 
about looking for child protection policies in the activities and organizations that we have our 
children in? How can we look for that and what should we be looking for?



RYAN STOLLAR: Well first, you would want to see if you have one, if the church you’re going 
to or the business you’re involved with actually has a child protection policy. A lot of them 
probably don’t. It’s still becoming something that people are becoming more and more used to.

The second thing would be to ask them for the policy if they have it and then to review 
it and make sure that it has every one of the elements that a policy should have. A lot of 
organizations will create policies that just express a general dedication to children, but they 
don’t include any mechanisms for how you actually protect the children and how you report 
the abuse. So it’s really important to make sure that those four elements that I laid out are in 
the policy that your organization has.

CINDY: Yeah, so if someone who’s working on a church right now and listening and they want 
to make sure they’re protecting the children in their organization, what resources are out there 
for them that they could seek to institute a child protection policy?

RYAN STOLLAR: Well, the book that I mentioned by Boz Tchividjian and Shira Berkovits, The 
Child Safeguarding Policy Guide. That is a great comprehensive introduction to how to create a 
policy.

CINDY: Okay.

RYAN STOLLAR: There is Safe Sanctuaries. That is a very good resource for churches, and you 
could also, the United Nations has a Child Protection Policy Guide. If you just Google child 
protection United Nations, it’ll pop up, it’s a PDF and you can get that one for free.

CINDY: Have you ever had-

RYAN STOLLAR: That’s a very comprehensive, thorough guide and it is non-religious. So for 
those people who are watching who want a non-religious approach to child protection, that’s a 
good one.

CINDY: Yeah. Have you ever seen a case study or an example in which having that child 
protection policy actually prevented child abuse from happening?

RYAN STOLLAR: Yeah, absolutely. You need to have the right elements. I mean, having the 
background check is really important. Background checks don’t catch everyone because not 
all predators have been caught previously so a lot don’t have records. They are masters of 
disguise, masters at manipulation so they’re good at not getting caught. You can’t put all your 
eggs in the background check basket.

Sorry, I forgot the question.

CINDY: Yeah. Just have you ever seen an actual example of the way that a child protection 
policy has prevented child abuse from happening?

RYAN STOLLAR: Yeah. Particularly with paying attention to policy violations, individuals that 
are not respecting the community guidelines that your community has put into place, those are 
the people that you want to be on the lookout for.

CINDY: Yeah.



RYAN STOLLAR: Because they are basically violating the trust. Your community has put 
together these guidelines and this is how you want to respect children, and someone is 
overstepping those boundaries repeatedly, then you want to pay attention to that. Those are 
red flags.

CINDY: Yeah. Yeah. I really like what you said that the predators use these systems, like 
predators weaponize purity culture to abuse girls. And so, in addition to having child 
protection policies, we have to also be actively dismantling some of these systems that keep 
children trapped in shame and silence. And I think this is a work for all of us. I feel like some of 
the child protection policies may be more for the experts or the people in charge. But I think all 
of us can play a role in dismantling those systems and empowering.

It was interesting to me that you said that we want to have strong-willed children, right. I mean, 
I want to be careful. Victims of child abuse are not to be blamed in any way. It wasn’t because 
they weren’t strong enough because predators are predators. But yeah, I love, and you’ve 
blogged several times about different kinds of strong-willed children that are in the Bible, right. 
It’s funny because conservative Christian literature wants us to break the wills of children, but 
we actually want to create or raise children who are strong-willed. Yeah, and those are all, that’s 
like another proactive way that we can prevent child abuse. Okay. Let me see.

RYAN STOLLAR: Yeah, and I should clarify when I said strong-willed, I didn’t mean that children 
that don’t come forward our weak-willed. I just mean that there is a certain amount of strength 
that is required to name an authority figure in your life-

CINDY: Yeah.

RYAN STOLLAR: [inaudible 00:26:57] and that requires not crushing the childrens’ will or 
breaking it. They need to be able to stand up and say, “No, this was wrong.”

CINDY: Yeah. And that’s also why teaching proper body parts, it’s so critical because then 
the children know how to tell the story of what has happened if somebody touched them in 
a certain place. Okay. So people in the comments are saying that the UCC, almost all the UCC 
churches have a child protection policy. That’s great. And there are some abuse prevention 
resources.

I feel like this could be a litmus test for people who are looking for progressive churches. I think 
a lot of people will find, look for the rainbow flag in terms of what’s like a good progressive 
church. But I think a progressive church, a good progressive church are going to care about the 
children. And so whether or not they have a child protection policy could be a litmus test for 
how safe of a place, a space of faith that it is. So if you’re looking for, if you really want, yeah, 
we want our children to be safe. Right? So you want to find places that have child protection 
policies. Okay.

Anna has a question. What resources do you recommend for teaching bodily autonomy 
or integrating practices that support and respect that in the classroom? I’d especially love 
resources that will help me train my teachers.

RYAN STOLLAR: Well, I think God Made All of Me is a great place to start. Let me pull up some 
other resources here.

CINDY: I know Ryan has a post that listed all the resources for not spanking. That’s a really 
quality resource that you’ve created, Ryan.



RYAN STOLLAR: Yes. That’s on your blog.

CINDY: Yeah, on my blog. So we’ll see if somebody can pull that up. Yeah, it’s a really 
comprehensive, if you want it to, if anyone wants a list of resources that say spanking is bad 
and abusive, that’s a good thing that you’ve done.

RYAN STOLLAR: So a few resources. One is called Your Body Belongs to You. Let’s see that 
one is by Spelman, S-P-E-L-M-A-N. There’s a book called It’s My Body that teaches preschool 
children how to learn safe boundaries, how to distinguish between good and bad touch and 
how to respond appropriately to unwanted touches. The author of that book is Britain, B-R-I-T-
A-I-N.

CINDY: I see Asia coming through for us-

RYAN STOLLAR: What’s that?

CINDY: Asia is posting a list of books for consent.

RYAN STOLLAR: Oh, nice.

CINDY: Yeah.

RYAN STOLLAR: Then the last one I’d mention is called Please Tell. It was written by a child. 
Her name is just Jessie. You can find it on Amazon and it’s about her encouraging other 
children about telling adults about abuse and it provides encouragement from a peer, basically.

CINDY: That’s awesome. That’s great. When I was planning this conference, I was like, “I’m 
doing a conference about children and advocating for justice for children. I should have a voice 
of a child on the lineup, which would’ve been really cool.” I did reach out to a child who is an 
activist, but her parents talked to her and decided that they wanted to set her up for success 
and they didn’t think that this format of like the online, it might be just awkward for the child. 
And so they said no to me, which I fully-respected.

But yeah, I think, I preach this, I tell churches, if you want to include children, you have to 
include them at every level. So I was trying to practice that for myself, which it didn’t work 
out this time, but maybe for future conferences it would be really neat to have a child speaker. 
Wouldn’t that be neat?

RYAN STOLLAR: Yeah, absolutely. I feel like that’s part of the work of creating like a child-
friendly faith community is creating space for children to be able to rise up and seize these 
things for themselves.

CINDY: Yeah. Have a voice.

RYAN STOLLAR: Yeah, exactly.

CINDY: Yeah.

RYAN STOLLAR: We have to actually create that first before they can actually do that because 
so many times our faith communities don’t have space for children to rise up.



CINDY: Right, right. Yeah. I think we have to make the spaces accessible for children and I think 
that, so I really appreciate the parents saying that well, this online format is not necessarily, 
maybe they don’t feel safe having their child online. And I think that that’s true and that’s 
something that we should consider. I think it’s good for us to consider, yeah, we want to include 
people, but we have to make it accessible for them, as well.

Well, Ryan, thank you so much for the work that you put into preparing and sharing about 
child protection, and I love your intersectional lens, and I think that the statistics that you cited 
hopefully will help us become more aware and just be even more fierce advocates for child 
abuse protection. So thank you for your work and thank you for being with us.

RYAN STOLLAR: You’re welcome. Thank you for having me. It was an honor.

---

THE CHILD SAFEGUARDING POLICY GUIDE: https://amzn.to/2nZj9Yy

GOD MADE ALL OF ME: https://amzn.to/2ndiXVD

PARENTING FORWARD: https://amzn.to/2oKJNov

PARENTING WITHOUT SPANKING RESOURCES: https://www.patheos.com/blogs/
unfundamentalistparenting/2017/06/parenting-without-spanking/

YOUR BODY BELONGS TO YOU: https://amzn.to/2oKJNov

IT’S MY BODY: https://amzn.to/2o2gy0c

PLEASE TELL!: https://amzn.to/2nicfxt
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