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CINDY: We have Randy Woodley, someone I have been learning from for a very long 
time. I’m so thrilled he agreed to join us. Randy Woodley is a distinguished professor 
of faith and culture, and Director of Intercultural and Indigenous Studies and George 
Fox University, Portland seminary. He is a legal descendant of the United ... I’m going to 
pronounce this wrong. United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma. And, 
he co hosts a podcast with Bo Sanders called Peacing it Together. Peace, P-E-A-C-E. 
Peacing it together. I love Bo, and I love Dr. Woodley. Dr. Woodley and his wife are co 
sustainers owners of a regenerative teaching farm in Oregon. Thank you for being here 
with us today. And, I’ll give you the time for now.

RANDY WOODLEY: Okay, well, so a couple things. One is that, I really have no desire to 
hear myself lecture. So, I want this to be more interactive than some of your past has. 
So I give you permission to interject at any point. To interrupt me and/or to interrupt 
me on behalf of one of the questions that comes up. So the only thing I ask is that the 
questions, be honest questions. Okay? So, I want people to be able to ask things that 
they might not really ask, because they thought I just can’t be that forward. So that’s 
pretty much it. You ask anybody around me all my students, and they’ll tell you, that’s 
the kind of conversations we have. So yeah, so I wanted to just talk out yet just a little 
bit, and present a couple of things, and tell you about a couple of exciting things. So one 
of them, I’m going to focus this on story. And, I am the pro ... I’m guessing, I’m the oldest 
person being asked to be a part of this. So I’m-

CINDY: I know Sandy Sasso might be your age.

RANDY WOODLEY: How old is she? Do you know?

CINDY: I don’t.

RANDY WOODLEY: Okay. I’m 63.

CINDY: Yeah.

RANDY WOODLEY: But I’m a grandpa, I have four grandchildren, four children. And so, 
I’m beginning to think past my own childbearing stages, and really be critical of my 
children as they raise their own children. So I want to talk about story if I can. And I want 
to talk about in a couple of different ways. First of all, I want to plug a book that I think 
all of your listeners will be interested in, and the book just came out. Oh, I’m sorry, it just 
got finished being edited, and now it is at the place where we’re deciding between two 
different publishers, and that book is called Playgrounds and Picket Signs: Raising Kids 
with a Commitment to Peace and Justice, an anthology.
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And, Lydia Wylie Kellerman was the editor. And then a lot of people you’ve probably 
heard on, I don’t know if you want me to list them or not, but I just saw, for instance, 
Jennifer Harvey has a chapter in here and I have a chapter, and probably a lot of folks 
that you’re familiar with. But the three parts are radical practices in parenting part one, 
part two, confronting the isms in our family, and part three, reclaiming community. So 
this is a book put out specifically to raising your kids for peace and justice. So, look for 
that, I think that they’re trying to decide which going to publishers and hopefully it’ll be 
out sometime next year.

But I wrote the introduction to that, the introductory chapter, I guess, you would say, and 
my mission to children, I guess, you would say, is really, comes out of my story and my 
creativity. So I’m a songwriter. I’ve written over 500 songs, most people don’t know that 
about me, but I love ballads. And I love being a great songwriter. And sometimes I call 
myself a recovering songwriter, because I just get, and express everything I want to in a 
story, but I know what a good song is made of. A good song is made of the fewest words 
possible to tell the greatest story. And, I think, part of what the problem in Christianity, 
and part of the problem is Western Americanisms and Western, especially white folks, is 
the fact that they’ve been affected so much by dualistic thinking. That stories become 
sort of a secondary thing rather than a primary thing, right? So I want to emphasize that 
in a couple of ways.

One, dualism. What is dualism? Dualism is, it comes way back from the Greeks and it’s 
been passed down, and especially during the Enlightenment period, and it’s basically 
says that our mind, or if we’re, the more religious or spiritual, our spirit, are more 
important than our bodies or the physical world, okay? Comes out of Plato, basically. 
And, if we’re going to change the problems, all kinds of problems with that, right? If we 
are going to change that, we have to change it and the way that children understand 
themselves in this world. And, if we just kind of pass on the same DNA, a worldview is 
a really hard thing to change, then we have to work consciously to begin to change our 
children’s, not just values, but they really get their values from a worldview.

Now, I’ve gone to great lengths, I’ve written books and everything else to talk about 
the difference between a Western worldview and an indigenous worldview. And I could 
talk about that if you’d like. But, one of the things that’s maybe most germane for this 
particular session that we’re doing. is to talk about story and how it breaks up dualism. 
So, if you think about dualism, it’s the products of the mind, or the products of the spirit, 
if you’re religious, that become the most important thing. So it’s things like, creeds, and 
doctrines, and theologies, and Bible, and constitutions, and all of those kinds of things 
that are the summative formulas of wonderful people’s minds. Plato would be very 
proud.

So, that then gives us a different sort of directive as we go out and try to read the world, 
even nature. When we go into nature, we begin to look at it differently. Okay? Rather 
than a sort of a holistic way. And, in our thinking becomes propositional. Right? And 
we think that we can answer any kind of question, solve any kind of problem like that, 
that’s part of the problem we’re having right now, in our world with the environment. But 
basically, story is a holistic gathering of a whole lot of different things. When people tell 
their story. Story is all about, economy enters into it, family enters into it, relationships, 
and how we relate to the world and how others see us. And, it’s a whole full thing.



And so our indigenous people’s story has primary, right? The interesting thing that most 
Christians and most western folk have forgotten, or they don’t realize is that the Bible 
is actually 90% narrative. And so, I know I heard earlier people talking about children’s 
Bibles, and what portion should they look at and things like that. I don’t think they should 
read the Bible. I think they should practice reading other stuff, I think they should hear 
the stories. Because it’s the stories that bring life, once you start getting them hooked on 
a scripture, then all of a sudden, it turns into something different. It’s like, “There’s where 
I go for prescriptions.” Instead of “There’s where I go, to hear a story that heals me.” I’m 
going to give us a time to talk about that in just a minute.

And the other thing that does is just getting them out in creation, right? Because, what 
it does is it breaks up the story of progressive civilization, that we’re moving more and 
more progressively, which I don’t believe is true, based on, especially our environmental 
problems right now. And what it does is, it tells them that, “I’m not in control. I don’t 
control creation, I don’t control nature. And so, there’s number one, there’s something 
bigger than me going on. But number two, I have to figure out my part in that.” And part 
of that is their story too. So, for this book, Playgrounds and Picket Signs, I told about 
the three children’s books that I’ve written. So I don’t know, did you know I’ve written a 
children’s book?

CINDY: Yes.

RANDY WOODLEY: Okay. So, this is my children’s book, it’s called The Harmony Tree, A 
Story of Healing and Community. And basically, there’s no people in the story. It’s all 
about trees and animals, and things like that, and neighborhoods, and nobody ever sort 
of, that’s, I love my illustrator, Ramon Romero. And, the story is about an oak tree, and 
then new trees that come to the land, and what it’s really ... I have five themes and all. I 
have a trilogy that I’ve written, this is the only one that’s published so far. And the story-

CINDY: Randy, you said you gave us permission to interrupt you.

RANDY WOODLEY: Yes I did.

CINDY: So, Asia Ray has a question for you. She says, I would love ... I wonder if I can 
... I don’t know how to do it. Okay. I would love to hear the importance of recognizing 
the legitimacy of oral storytelling, often discounted by European colonists culture and 
use this a silencing tool for indigenous people’s history. And how stories are seen as 
almost living things and how colonists appropriating or twisting them is such a horrible 
violation.

RANDY WOODLEY: Yes, so I think that’s what I’m talking about. So, I’m presenting ... 
themes for children in stories. So that they can understand that nature is animated. It’s 
not dead. Right?

CINDY: Mm-hmm (affirmative)



RANDY WOODLEY: So, I’ll give an example. When all my kids were in elementary school, 
when you’re native in a school, that doesn’t have a lot of natives, like around November, 
they start asking you to come in and speak, and talk, and demonstrate and, especially 
around Thanksgiving, right? And so you do that because your kids are in the class, and 
you want to also affirm your kids culture, right? Not them be embarrassed by it. So we 
tell stories. And, a lot of our stories begin with animals coming in, at council together. 
And, on three different occasions, these would be like second and third grades, we say 
the animals came together, and they had a council, and little white boys, all three times. 
Would say, “Animals don’t talk.” And I wondered about that, and I thought, “What is it 
that a little child at that age can’t even ... Was it because we didn’t start with once upon 
a time?”

Because, that sets it up as a sort of framed thing. But, it’s a make believe story, right? 
But animals do talk. They may not talk in, speak English, but they talk. And so, we do 
the thing, and all the books were animate nature. I also have a component of each story 
that is about settler and host peoples. How do we get along? How do we reconcile? 
Also, in the first there’s a ecological story in each one. The first one’s about clear cutting. 
And the second one is about fires, forest fires. In the second book, it’s a story, there are 
actual people and it’s in modern day. It’s a sequel to the first one, The Harmony Tree. 
And, a number of different things, we empower women, our little girls to see themselves 
in leadership roles. And the last book ... so the second book is called The Harmony Tree 
two; Spared by Fire. And the third book is called The Harmony Tree People; Different is 
Good.

And, I may be looking for an illustrator, because I think my illustrator might have dropped 
off the mat, but just anybody who’s out there. And, the last one is about a child who’s 
different, right? And this is pre context. But as native people, we look at people who 
are different, in a different way than most dominant white culture does. We understand 
them as being special, and sacred. And I have a five year old grandson, who’s Atypical, 
who’s has autism. And, that inspired me to write this third book to talk about both from 
the tribes’ perspective, how they understand him. And then his perspective, how he 
understands himself and his giftedness. And then his cousins’ perspective on how he 
supports a neuro typical friend. And so, that’s the themes of the three books. They’re 
written for, for ages, like six to 11.

CINDY: They sound amazing. We want them to be published, for sure.

RANDY WOODLEY: I just need ... I think my illustrator sort of went through some stuff, and 
I just haven’t heard from him in a long time.

CINDY: Yeah. So you sent me an article, a link to an article, when I was planning this 
conference, and I can’t remember exactly what it was, but I read through it. And in it, 
it talked about how indigenous mothers often ask their children what they dreamed 
about. So I post that in my group, and then a lot of people got mad at me. Because they 
said, “No.” They said, anytime you have a group of people, it’s not monolithic, right? So 
somebody’s got made that, “Oh, not all indigenous mothers asked her child about their 
dreams.” And I was like, “Okay, I didn’t mean to generalize.” But that was something. 
I just really loved it because, I think about our children’s dreams as such a great way 
to access their inner lives. And, I’ve started to ask my kids, “Well, what did you dream 
about? What was your dream? So, can you speak to that? Is that a common practice? 
And?



RANDY WOODLEY: Well, I don’t know if it’s a common practice or not. I just think that 
when you look at a whole person, you look at every aspect of them, including their 
dreams. So traditionally, our medicine people, they might talk about your relationships 
with other people, what you’ve been eating, what you’ve been dreaming about, if you’re 
having trouble with something. So, all those kinds of things. So, one of the problems that 
are ... the dualism also creates this expression of what I call, the extrinsic categorization, 
right? Which means we create false categories for things, and then we treat those as 
if they are the whole. So for example, we look at dreaming, and we say, “Okay, now 
everything is about dreaming,” and we forget that no, dreaming is just one part of a 
whole life. Right? So yeah, I guess that’s how I want to answer that.

CINDY: Yeah. No, that’s, I just ... I do think that children are, I don’t know, maybe as adults, 
we’ve just learned that it’s not socially appropriate to talk about your dreams all the 
time. But, I find that my kids are always talking about their dreams, and it’s very vivid to 
them often, and they’re fun and exciting. And, they’re good stories and their dreams. So, I 
wanted to ask you more about this dualism. How do you think that this Western dualistic 
mindset is causing the most harm right now? And, how do you feel breaking down that 
dualism brings ... What’s going on in the world right now that you are most concerned 
about with this dualistic thinking?

RANDY WOODLEY: Well, I’m most concerned about Earth justice right now than anything. 
And, we’re active in speaking and dealing with those issues. And of course, the basis of 
that is dualism. Christians contribute to it by saying, “Oh, we’re all going to heaven, and 
this isn’t our home.” And, that kind of silly statements where, they forget that, the Jesus 
who they say they love and worship was not a dualist. He said things like, “Heaven is 
God’s throne, and the earth is his footstool, they’re both sacred, don’t swear by either 
one.” It’s like, it’s all together, it’s the whole thing. And Jesus used examples constantly, of 
trees and fruit, and wheat, and the soil, and fish. And there was lots of mechanical stuff 
going on in his day. You had Roman chariots and all kinds of iron weapons, and all that 
kind of stuff, but you don’t see him talking about this stuff. He wasn’t that impressed. 
Right?

He’s more impressed by saying like, “Look at the birds,” and nobody could even create 
a uniform that nice, right? So, it’s kind of like, we have forgotten, because we’ve been 
captivated as part of the dualism as materialism. Right? Which is ironic, but it’s not just 
a worship of things, but it’s a worship of things that humans produce. As opposed to the 
things that God produces. And we’ve been captivated by it so much that, we are in our 
glory when we’re around all that stuff, and we feel like aliens, when we’re around what 
the creator made.

CINDY: Yeah. How would you recommend parents? So you say, “Get your kids out into 
creation, and touch the ground.” What are some ... Yeah, how do you think is the best 
way for children to be immersed in nature?

RANDY WOODLEY: Yeah. So, tell them good stories. Because you can go out in nature, 
and you can understand it as this segment of life is that’s not ... I mean, you can look at it 
from a Western dualistic perspective, and keep that perspective all your life. That’s what 
most western people do. So, you have to begin to change that worldview. And I think you 
changed that worldview by story. So, maybe I could tell a story.



CINDY: Yes, please.

RANDY WOODLEY: And we could talk about that. So, this story comes from my 
people, the Keetoowah people. And, it’s a story is about grandmother turtle. And, I guess 
what happened was that in the old days, the animals were a lot bigger than they are now, 
and they were all in this one mountain top, in Cherokee country we call Blue Mountain. 
And, they were running out of room, and they didn’t know what to do. And so, they went 
to the Creator, and they said, “Hey, creator, can you make us some more land?” And 
creator thought, and then said, “What I’ll do is if one of you dives down to the bottom of 
the ocean here, and gets me some mud, then I’ll take that mud and I’ll spread it out, and 
I’ll make more land.” Because creator knew, if I just do it for them, they won’t appreciate 
it, right?

So, the animals got together, and they begin to have a counseling. And right away, 
grandmother turtle said, “I’ll go get the mud.” And everybody said, “Oh, grandmother 
turtle, you’re too slow. You’re too old. We’ll let somebody else do it.” So, right away, Mrs. 
Duck pops in. And she says, “I’ll go, I’m a really good swimmer.” And so they said, “Okay.” 
So duck goes out, and that dips down. A couple minutes later, pops back up and dips 
down again and then pops back up. And then finally a third time, same thing happens, 
and she comes back and she’s all embarrassed. And she says, “I guess I’m a better floater 
than I am diver.” And so they’re like, “Okay, well, we need somebody who’s a good diver.”

And grandmother turtle says, “I’ll go get the mud.” And again they said, “Grandmother 
turtle, now you’re just too old and too slow.” So they said, “Hey, otters’ a really good 
diver. Let’s get otter to go get the mud.” So they said, “Hey otter, would you go get 
the mud?” And otter said, “Sure.” So he takes off right away. A day goes by, another 
day goes by, third day goes by, and and all of a sudden, they look down the beach and 
there’s otter, land on his back. And he’s got this fish or something. And he’s eaten it 
there. And they all run down the beach and say, “Otter, where’s the mud?” And otter’s 
like, “Mud? Oh, yeah, yeah. Well, I went down and I saw a fish and I started following it. 
And it took me a couple of days. And, what were we talking about?” “Oh, otter.”

So, they’re like, “Okay, somebody seriously has to get down there and get that mud.” So, 
grandmother turtle says again, “I will go get the mud.” And this time, they just ignored 
her. And, Mrs. beaver said she’ll do it. And so she says, “I’ll go get the mud. I’m a good 
swimmer. I’m a good diver. I don’t eat fish. And I only work, I never play. So, I’ll get the 
job done.” So, beaver goes down. She’s gone for a day and two and three and four. On 
the fourth day, she comes back and she says, “It can’t be done. It’s impossible. We’re just 
going to have to live like this.” And grandmother turtle just walks through the crowd. And 
she slips into the ocean. And she dives down, and she’s gone. And they couldn’t stop her. 
So she’s gone for a day and then a second and a third and a fourth.

And on the fifth day, they said, “Squirrel up in the tree to start looking for her because, 
it’s been so long.” The sixth day happen, and on the seventh day, they looked out and 
squirrel said, “I see something.” And sure enough, grandmother turtle was floating to the 
top like this with her legs out, and her tail and head out, and she was dead. And so, duck 
and beaver and otter all go out they bring her back. And, they sat her there, and then the 
animals are all sad, and they’re crying and they’re crying for themselves because they’ve 
got a nowhere to live anymore. They’re crying for grandma turtle because she sacrificed 
her life. And in the middle of that, somebody looked down and said, “Hey, what’s that 
and grandma turtles hand?” And they peel back her claws. And they looked and there 
were some mud in her hand.



And so, they took that mud, and they went to creator and they told creator what 
happened to grandmother turtle. And the creator said, “I saw it.” And so, creator took 
that mud, and he spread it out all over this North American continent. And he said, “In 
honor of grandmother turtle, we’re going to call it Turtle Island.” And, there’s another 
part that goes with the story. Sometimes they say that, the animals were getting 
impatient. And so, they asked grandpa buzzer to go dry it out with his wings, because 
he was really big. And so, he went out and he started flying, and everywhere he put his 
wings down was a valley, and everywhere brought them up was a mountain. And, he got 
out to like Illinois, or one of those I states.

And, they stopped him and they said, “Hey grandpa buzzard, you got to stop. There’s got 
to be some flat land somewhere.” So he goes to the wild, and then he flaps again. And 
then he goes through the wild, over Colorado until he got in the middle of the state. And 
that’s how we got the land the way that it is. But it’s all Turtle Island. So, that’s the story.

CINDY: I love it. That was a great story. I was sad when grandma turtle died. But, that’s 
part of the story.

RANDY WOODLEY: We ask people what they hear. So what did you hear?

CINDY: Feel free to respond in the chat boxes, people. So for those who have like a 
Christian faith and you’re sharing like the Genesis stories, how do you tell these creation 
stories? In collaboration, or in contradiction to the creation narratives in the Bible?

RANDY WOODLEY: So this word contradiction is an interesting word, right? Because, one 
of the things that dualism. I’m telling you dualism is the great evil of American society. 
Okay? A hierarchy comes from it, binary thinking comes from it, which is you’re just 
talking about contradiction, right? And the idea that it’s got to be this or that, right?

CINDY: Yeah.

RANDY WOODLEY: So all of that really stems from dualism. I just don’t have time to 
go into how right now. But the idea that you can’t have two stories that are different. I 
mean, that’s crazy, right? That’s like saying we can’t have two people that are different. 
Because, all of our stories ... and the people who wrote those Genesis stories, chapters 
one through 11, by the way, were more like indigenous people. They never wrote them to 
be understood, literally and prescriptively. Okay? If you read them that way, you’re not 
reading them the way that they were intended to be written. They were written in the 
same way that I just told the grandmother turtle story. They’re written so the listeners 
would say, not what is fact about the story, but what is true about the story?

CINDY: Okay, so somebody said that they were sad that grandma turtle died. And then 
a grandma says, “As a grandma myself, I heard the grandmother being ignored, but still 
having an important role. I heard that communities all have a role in co creation.” And 
someone said, “I was grateful that grandma turtle died.”

RANDY WOODLEY: I like that community’s thing. That everybody had a part. Yeah, that’s 
a very good value. One of the things that when you tell the story to Indian kids, the first 
thing they’ll say is, “They should have listened to their elder.”



CINDY: Well, AJ just said, “I heard a message against ageism, and grandma turtle’s old 
enough and has lived experience to know that she’s the only one who can succeed. 
Otherwise, she wouldn’t take the risk.”

RANDY WOODLEY: And I told that story sometimes to folks, so that they can begin to 
listen to indigenous people, because the western worldview, which is based on dualism 
that’s been held down and is propagated through Christian theology, is not one that will 
sustain us into the future, it will kill us. And so, our indigenous people have a worldview 
that will sustain us. They’ve been here forever, or some people will say, 35,000 years, you 
take your pick. But it’s a long time. And our indigenous elders and people have learned 
some things along the way. And that is, you asked me what’s the most critical thing. 
That is the most critical thing, that’s my agenda. When I speak to a crowd, generally, the 
first thing I say is, “My agenda is to convert you from a Western worldview to a more 
indigenous worldview, because that’s the only one that’s going to help us survive.

CINDY: You mentioned that around Thanksgiving, you always get invited to speak. And, 
it’s likely about all like the same topics. So, I want to know what you’re tired of talking 
about. When I invited you to speak at this conference, where you’re like, “Oh, man, I 
don’t want to talk about this, or that.” And you even mentioned that you didn’t want to 
speak at us, right? You wanted it to be interactive. So, I can tell that you have certain 
expectations, or maybe narratives that you want to disrupt. Dualism that you want to 
disrupt. So, can you talk to us about that?

RANDY WOODLEY: Yeah, well, one of the things about talking at people, is that it doesn’t 
last. But if we join our stories with other people’s stories, and we can connect, that’s the 
essence of life right there. That is what lasts. That’s what teaches us. And that’s exactly 
what the story of Jesus is about. It’s creator’s story, connecting with our story, right? 
It’s pretty simple. I mean, and it’s a pretty incredible story. That creator becomes this 
two legged that walks the earth. But, yeah, it’s a matter of us learning that knowledge is 
not going to help us. But knowledge that is applied to our lives and our stories is what’s 
going to stick.

CINDY: Mm-hmm (affirmative) yeah, so then-

RANDY WOODLEY: I don’t like to just hear myself yak around. Because if there’s no 
interaction, I know that it was just ... somebody’s got whatever, feeling they had for 20 
minutes, and then they went on and forgot. Life’s too short for that.

CINDY: Yeah.

RANDY WOODLEY: We have to realize that we’re all God’s gifts, our children, us, etc. 
Right as they are, not when they grow up. Right now as they are. And, we can affect each 
other’s lives. In our Cherokee culture, one of our traditions, it’s not of course, you can’t 
say all Cherokees believe this, or all native people believe this. I don’t speak for anybody 
but myself. And my wife’s in the other room, she might say, you can talk for me, but I 
don’t know. But, until a child is seven years old, they’re our teacher, they’re sacred. They 
come from that place that wasn’t. And that makes them sacred. And so, and the same 
thing as elders is they’re entering those last years, they’re drawing closer to that place 
of great mystery. And they’ve lived their whole life. So there’s so much that we can learn 
from our children, just as they are. Just as how creator made them.



And that’s why we don’t want them to be just the image of us, we want them to be who 
creator made them to be. Because if they’re just like us, we won’t learn anything from 
them.

CINDY: Wow, that’s so ... that was really profound right there. I feel like we often think 
that a person starts existing at birth, and then they go on, and then there’s this mystery 
after death. But I have ... I guess, I haven’t really thought about that. That our children 
come from a mystery as well. And they ... I don’t know, maybe it’s dualistic thinking to 
think of existence in that way. But, how did they exist? And I know that in my community, 
there are parents who report that their children will talk about their past lives. So, there is 
a mystery to us. But why the seven year old cut off?

RANDY WOODLEY: That’s a good question. I think that’s because that’s our sacred 
number. And maybe somebody said, last one we need to let them begin to be a young 
adult. A young teenager or whatever. So, I really don’t know, I have no idea.

CINDY: What are the ways that you listen and learn from a child, until the age of seven? 
And that you don’t see in kind of wider ... Age of Reason, the cross cultures folks have 
recognized the ability of kids around age seven to think beyond binaries. Oh, well, that’s 
interesting. That’s really interesting.

RANDY WOODLEY: Okay. Yeah, I don’t know. What do you think the implications of that 
are?

CINDY: I think that ... I don’t, yeah, I don’t know. Maybe that ... Well, I feel like one of 
the things that we talk a lot about is how children are concrete, literal thinkers, when 
they’re little. And then they grow into more cognitive abilities, and they can think beyond 
binaries and nuance. And we’re always in the parenting conversations thinking about, 
well, how can we help shepherd them into like, we think of nuance as better, and more 
developed thinking as maturity. But maybe the indigenous wisdom is that, well, there’s 
something wise to be learned from concrete literal as well, when they’re just ...

RANDY WOODLEY: It may not just be their language though. Maybe their language is 
binary, but just watching them is part of the learning process. It’s interesting because, 
I understand that as they get older, we teach them to be more binary, right? So even 
the English language is so binary, it’s about, right and wrong, and heaven and hell, and 
good or bad, or just look at the TV and the movies and everything else. Or it’s like, it’s an 
animal or environment, or it’s a plant or it’s a weed. These false categories, rather than 
just allowing everything to be what it is. So I see us teaching kids to be more binary in 
the Western world here.

CINDY: Yeah, well, I guess maybe that we’re trying to maybe work against that. That we 
want them to be more able to think in gray areas and yeah, away from binaries.



RANDY WOODLEY: Yeah. But in our school system, it teaches them, “Oh, you can solve 
every problem,” but we can’t. We’re just human beings, we’re very limited. We can do 
great things. But you know what we can really do? Great things together. And we’re not 
teaching that enough, either. There was a study done, actually real close to here that I 
did part of my PhD. And this case study, and it was about a particular school, Madras 
High School, who takes the students from the Indian reservation. And, it was this long 
study, and they found out all these things, but one of the things they found out is that, 
the white kid ... The problem was, they were trying to solve this. Why do the white kids 
do so much better than the native kids, they’re getting a similar education?

What they found out was that whenever the white kids are working as individuals, and 
all the kids are working as individuals, the white kids did extremely well, when they were 
competing with each other. But when they had to cooperate, it was the native kids who 
excelled. And it was the native kids who did better than the white kids, because they 
were used to working in community and group and solving problems together.

CINDY: Interesting. Yeah, I mean, the metric with which we measure how well a kid is 
doing is very limited. So, well, the reason I asked you what things you’re tired of being 
asked, is because I’m worried that what I’m going to ask you is something you’ve had to 
address all the time.

RANDY WOODLEY: Doesn’t matter. It’s okay. Yeah.

CINDY: Well, the thing is-

RANDY WOODLEY: I have a high tolerance for mistakes. And, [inaudible 00:38:46].

CINDY: Yeah, well, the topic that comes up every year around this time is, of course, 
Halloween, and the cultural appropriation, and what our children want to dress up as. 
And I know this is a huge problematic thing, because of, yeah, just how often people 
have appropriated indigenous cultures.

RANDY WOODLEY: Right.

CINDY: So, is there anything that you can help people discern? I don’t know. I mean, the 
question is always, what is cultural appropriation?

RANDY WOODLEY: Right. Well, everybody knows black faces, right? We’ve got pretty 
schooled in that lately. Right? Especially in Canada lately. Prime Minister Trudeau. But, in 
that movie, Dear White People, it came out ... What was that? A couple years ago? And 
part of the whole things about a black face party and everything. And, I actually went 
to a viewing of that with this activists crowd and then they had a discussion afterwards. 
And I mentioned, because it was right around Halloween, when we saw it. That this is 
... the native people feel the same thing about, kids wearing headdresses and things 
like that. And they did not understand it was the same thing at all. Many of the people 
who we were talking in fact, they started that man, that brought it up. But culturally, it is 
totally inappropriate to wear headdresses, because those have a specific meaning and a 
specific culture.



Not all native cultures have headdresses, by the way. It’s a Plains Indian thing, North 
northern and Southern plains, mostly, and a few other places. But, a headdress, when you 
have a headdress, that’s the highest honor you can ever receive in Indian country. That 
means that you’ve excelled and been honored in one way or another. It’s better than a 
PhD, it’s better than anything else. That means that you are a person of honor, basically. 
And, when people wear those, it cheapens that whole idea. Yeah. So I don’t know what 
to compare it with, but ... And then, dressing up and saying like, “woo,” that kind of a 
thing, which kids always do, right? Because, but that actually, that’s another very deep 
held sacred thing that women do, it’s called a Lulu. And they do that extremely in sacred 
times when they can’t hold it back, and they’re maybe proud of something that’s going 
on or something like that.

So, there are these things that, people just don’t know about Native people, because 
we’ve never been seen as quite as humans, right? So we’re not as human as everybody 
else, which is sort of endemic to Western society. It comes from the Greeks and the 
Romans, and they’re barbarians and savages, and the British and the heathen. And then, 
the Americans, we were the savages, and still are the savages, basically. So we’re just not 
quite as human as everybody else, especially white folks. And so, then people feel like 
they still can do those misappropriation of culture.

And, I think it’s a good lesson to teach your kids to say, “Oh, here’s why we don’t do 
that. Because Indians have been treated, genocidal, and they’ve had everything taken 
away from them just about, and we still don’t recognize them as quite as human as 
everybody else. Because we still have mascots, funny mascots, and everything else. And 
so we will honor native people by not trying to dress up like them this time. And maybe 
wear t-shirts that have native messages sound like, water is live. Or, no Dakota Access 
Pipeline.” Or things like that. That’ll be a good way to honor native people.

CINDY: That’s awesome. That would be great. Okay, well, we’re running out of time. But I 
have one last question if you don’t mind spending a few more minutes with me. How are 
you trying to pass on your life experience and wisdom to your grandkids as they have to 
survive in this society that doesn’t view indigenous people as fully human?

RANDY WOODLEY: So, our kids grew up on our own land, on a farm. All right? Most of the 
time. Our house has always been an open house, there’s a community that always farms 
around our home. Because I’ve been running Sweat Lodge for 30 years. Sweat Lodge is 
a native ceremony. And it’s basically, we called the first church in America. And I don’t 
know if most people know what a native Sweat Lodge is, but basically, it’s kind of like 
a church in that people come from all over, and especially native people, but anybody’s 
welcome. And, there’s like a sauna, a prayer meeting mixed together in an Indian way. 
But, and then this is, people start finding that way of Sweat, then they start coming and 
then a community builds. And basically, we host a community everywhere we’ve gone for 
like the last 20 something years. And I imagine the same thing that happened here.



And so, when we find the land that we can build our farm and indigenous Learning 
Center and everything else on, we will put up a Sweat, people will come, and my 
grandchildren will come. And then, they will see ceremony, they’ll be a part of it, they’ll 
grow up at it, I’ll have the chance to introduce them to other aspects of our culture and 
things like that. But, it has to be done on the land. This is not something you sit down 
and you tell them about things. They have to experience it and watch it. And again, that’s 
really a story. It’s not concept. It’s lived experiences story. That’s what a story is, lived 
experience.

CINDY: Awesome. Thank you. Thank you for your time today. Thanks for showing up here. 
And, thank you for your wisdom and all your work.

RANDY WOODLEY: Thanks a lot. Appreciate everything you do, too.

---
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