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CINDY: Matthew Paul Turner, author of best selling children’s books, welcome to the 
Parenting Forward Conference. Thank you for being with us.

MPT: I am so excited to be here. This is awesome. So, I’m really grateful that you had me 
be a part of it.

CINDY: Yeah, thank you. So I have in my hand here, I have a couple of your books but 
right here I have When God Made You, I don’t have the most recent one as a hard copy, 
but it’s called-

MPT: Have I not sent ... I’ve not sent you a copy of When I Pray for You?

CINDY: No, but-

MPT: Okay. I’m going to make that happen, all right?

CINDY: That’s okay.

MPT: That is ... I can’t believe that. I’m so sorry, wow.

CINDY: That’s okay. It’s called When I Pray for You, and everyone should definitely go 
get it. But let me just read the first couple of pages in When God Made You, which is 
probably still my favorite of yours.

MPT: Oh, thank you.

CINDY: “You, you, when God made you, God made you all shiny and new. An incredible 
you, a you all your own, a you unlike anyone else has ever known. An exclusive design, 
one God refined, you’re a perfectly crafted one of a kind. Because when God made you, 
somehow God knew that the world needed someone exactly like you.”

CINDY: Oh, I just love the rhymes but even more, I love the message of fully affirming a 
child’s worth and selfhood, which is not the way you or I grew up in Evangelicalism.

MPT: No, no. Yeah, no.

CINDY: Would you start us off by sharing a little bit of your faith, religious background as 
a child, and how you have evolved, shifted, deconstructed your faith there?

MPT: Sure, no. And I will try to make this as short as possible. But I was raised in a small 
town in Maryland called Chestertown. We lived on the Eastern shore only seven miles 
from the city of Baltimore, but it took an hour and a half to get there because we were 
on the other side of the Chesapeake Bay.
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And so when I was four years old my parents left the Methodist church that we were 
members of, and helped alongside six other families to start an independent fundamental 
Baptist church. And we were there for the next 14 years where that church grew. So we 
were averaging somewhere between 900 and 1,000 people. And in our small town, we 
were known as the largest church in the whole area. People came ... drove many, many 
miles to support the fundamentalist idea that we projected.

And the other thing is, in Maryland the majority of people who are religious are 
Methodist and/or Catholic. And so even though there are Southern Baptists and there 
are other Baptist churches there, it was not the predominant religion or denomination, 
and so we stuck out like sore thumbs. We were very, very proud of the culture that we 
had created.

And so a year and a half into the church, they started the school. And so because I 
was part of the founding families, I started first grade in the Christian school. And in 
some ways, the Christian school was almost worse than the church for me because 
it was where everything that the church stood for or raged against was acted out, or 
demanded, or kind of like set up by rules, and where you were seen as kids that were 
living this lifestyle.

We had very strict dress codes, very ... my hair could not touch my ears. I couldn’t go 
to movie theaters. I mean, it was a very, very strict environment not from a religious 
standpoint, but also from just a rule, heavy handed ... we still practiced corporal 
punishment when people got ... I mean, I got at least two spankings while I was there, 
paddlings from the principal.

And so honestly, it became a cesspool for where this religion that we celebrated was 
acted out in everyday life. And because it was a Christian school, sometimes we’d have 
like 110 people, but usually we were right around 100 students. And that was K through 
12, so it was a very small school. So the teachers, sometimes they were volunteers, 
sometimes they were just people who had graduated from high school and they were 
showing up in kind of like homeroom monitors, that kind of ... they weren’t trained 
teachers to do teaching of children, all right?

CINDY: Yeah.

MPT: And so the mixture of religion, the mixture of the rules, the mixture of the people 
who were not trained to interact with children, it created an environment ripe for 
emotional abuse, sometimes physical abuse. And so I was the ... my dad was a deacon, 
my mom and dad both were Sunday school teachers, I went to the school, went to the 
church three times a week. I mean, I grew up in it. I mean, other than my house it was 
where I was the most during my childhood.

And one of the stories I’ve told a bunch of times is I remember in Sunday school, one 
time where I was ... actually it was junior church. We had Sunday school and then we’d 
have junior church. And the teacher burned a Barbie to explain how to me, or to this 
class. And I can’t remember all of them, but those kinds of illustrations, while that one 
certainly stood out, those kinds of illustrations happened all the time.



I remember there was one illustration where the teacher kept asking questions like, “Who 
is your worst enemy?” And all of us were Baptist kids, so we just raised our hand and 
said “Satan,” or you know, and of course we were Baptists so we knew every name for 
Satan. There’s like a hundred. So we started listing off the names of ... anyway, but then 
eventually he picked up a mirror, and he panned the mirror across the room and he said, 
“You are your worst enemy.” And he’s saying this-

CINDY: Oh, my goodness.

MPT: ... saying this-

CINDY: I think ... well, I’ve had that illustration, too.

MPT: Yeah. And saying it at the top of his lungs. It was ... I look back and there are some 
situations where it’s like, I have to ask people, “Did that really happen? Did we really do 
that?” And I would talk to my sister, and my sister and I will go back and forth and we’ll 
dig into the memory and we’re like, oh my gosh, that so happened.

I remember there would be an annual boxing match where the pastor would box the 
devil on the stage to advertise vacation bible school. And first round the devil would win 
because he was relying on his own strength. And the second round the devil would win 
because he hadn’t prayed enough. And then the third round he’d read his bible and he 
said a couple words to God and that’s when he defeated the devil. And so I mean, really 
that propaganda that just ...

We all thought that we were doing God’s work, and lots and lots of people were hurt in 
the process of it all. It was just an ugly, ugly situation. It took ... I was almost a junior in 
college before my parents and my family left and at the same time I went to Belmont 
University in Nashville, Tennessee and studied music business. And I think my only hope 
through all that was music. Music was something that I really connected with. And it was 
all Christian music, I wasn’t allowed to listen to anything that had drums. And my parents 
would let me listen to I guess what would be considered soft Christian rock.

But one of the biggest arguments my mom and I ever had when I was a kid was, she 
found an Amy Grant CD underneath the front seat of my car. And it was like, you might 
have thought that she had found pornography or something. It was ... I mean, she was 
just livid, right? I mean, but Mom had heard all these stories that she had believed. And 
she was as much a victim, and then she was projecting that victimhood onto me. And so 
it was just like this one, ugly cesspool of just messy theology, and it hurt a lot of people.

And I don’t ... the one thing that you ... when I left that environment, I was relieved. 
Cindy, you would have thought that I ... I felt so free, but I was still so hung up in dealing 
with life as a fundamentalist that I was on the cusp of really having to re-learn almost 
everything. Like how to interact with people and how to have a decent argument where 
you didn’t get upset when somebody was trying to prove you wrong. How to not be 
passive aggressive about everything. How to ... there’s this list of things that happen in 
the culture of fundamentalism that sort of just ... you don’t ... it wakes up in-



CINDY: Well, I think it wires your brain a certain way. I mean, this is why our experiences 
in our formational years are so impressionable because it’s when you’re actually 
developing and your brain is still being formed, and it forms it in a twisted way. So I think 
it’s almost like, we talk about ... you’re talking about having to relearn everything but it’s 
also having to first unlearn, untangle the way that it was wired, and then connect it in 
the right way if we want to get really technical. I’m sure a brain surgeon or whatever is 
unhappy with my metaphor, but that’s the way I visualize it.

And I mean, I don’t know if this is your experience, but I think because we’re becoming 
so much more literate in mental health and we’re understanding more and more every 
year, people are starting to show their research, I feel like the more we learn, the more 
traumatic we realize those childhood experiences were. If you were to tell me the stories 
you told me 10 years ago, I would have been like oh, that sounds kind of bad. But every 
year it’s more like, oh ...

MPT: I mean, most people just giggle. Most people ... it takes them, I have to tell several of 
the stories before it really starts to sink in. And I’ll tell you, it’s one of those things where 
it takes you a while to realize that you were even under the influence of abuse, like you 
were in an abusive situation.

CINDY: Exactly, yeah.

MPT: For us it wasn’t like, I can’t go back to one moment where I was violated and I can 
say, that’s when it happened. For us, it was a kind of like I got hooked up to an I.V. and 
the drip of violence and the drip of-

CINDY: Disappointment?

MPT: ... yeah. And you just become something that you don’t even realize you are 
becoming. And you know, and when you talk about ... you’re right, you have to unlearn 
it. But every step away from what the culture that I grew up in created this entirely new 
argument or entirely new set of dramatic events in my life.

I remember when I went to college, I went to my very first movie in a movie theater. And 
the argument that transpired with my parents over the phone was like four days long, 
where in the sense like it was back and forth. I’m literally having to deal with my mom 
bawling because I went to a movie theater and saw ... I mean, Robin Hood Men in Tights. 
It was a terrible movie, but it was a movie. And so when they found out that I had taken 
my first sip of alcohol it was the same thing. Every step in one direction away from what 
they believed, and even because they didn’t take the same path that I took after leaving 
because I was sort of ... when I took the exit, I kind of went away and got away from it all.

And it was weird because I suddenly started being around people who were not raised 
independent fundamental Baptist, and I started to realize how much of an outsider I 
really was, where I was coming in contact with people who were strict Calvinists, okay. 
And then you know, I would now consider Calvinists to be pretty fundamentalist. But at 
the time, it sounded like heresy, you know? I mean, I’m interacting with them like I am 
interacting with somebody who is just talking biblical nonsense.



And so every ... and you know, you can’t see yourself, so it just took years. It took therapy 
and it took a whole bunch of really gracious people to point out a whole bunch of stuff 
in my own life and said, “Dude, you just really need to see yourself in the mirror. Look at 
yourself in the mirror.” And I think even after I was out 10 years, out from under ... you 
know, because I still went to really conservative churches for a long period of time. They 
weren’t necessarily ... wouldn’t be considered abusive, but they were very fundamentalist 
and they were very conservative.

And so I was still in it, just not in what we called the “legalistic” part of it. And so I 
think, it wasn’t until like the early 2000s, I was in my mid 20s, early 30s, when I started 
to realize just how deep the roots of fundamentalism went in my life. And it was easy 
to begin to see how it affected relationships, how it affected my work environment. I 
realized how paranoid I was. And it wasn’t even in religious situations. It had seeped 
into almost every aspect of just how I interacted with people, how I ... my inability to be 
criticized, my inability to know how to take criticism.

And so this unraveling of what I believed happened in my 20s, and then this healing 
process or this beginning to put myself back together during that same time, was when 
I really ... I mean, it’s kind of when I started the whole deconstructing. And to me it was 
like, it was so easy for me to go through the deconstruction process. It was almost like 
Matthew, you have been through so much crap, there’s no way ... it made sense to find a 
different way to go about celebrating what I believed to be true about God.

And so I just ... I know for some people it’s like years and years and I think for me, it 
happened over maybe a year? When I got married in 2004, I was a very ... I was still 
pretty conservative in a sense from a political standpoint. And it was a year later that 
Katrina happened. And when Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans and I watched the 
aftermath, and when I saw for the first time the idea of compassionate conservatism that 
I had bought into by the Bush family, when I saw that fall apart and saw it materialize into 
something that I had, on one hand I didn’t know existed, I didn’t know ... it was a form of 
dysfunction, spiritualized dysfunction, spiritualized racism, spiritualized all these various 
things that I as a naïve white Christian, just didn’t know.

And something in me happened, or began to happen, and that was one big event that 
just sort of like started to tumble. And the next year, every ... I think my wife and I were 
one of 25 people in Tennessee to vote against the marriage amendment in our city. We 
were pro-equality, and I voted for my very first Democrat, I’ll never forget. And these 
were like, every little change, every step away, created this family blow up. It was just big 
and dramatic.

And part of me would ... you know when you’re interacting with your family, you know 
how you kind of turn it ... you turn back into the-

CINDY: Child.

MPT: ... the child and kind of in to the whole, like the habits that you were raised on.



And one of the things that was very rare was like, we didn’t have voices. We couldn’t 
stand up for ourselves as kids, we weren’t allowed. It was seen as disrespectful. And so 
every time I would get the nerve to stand up for myself or to stand up for my family or 
to stand ... you know, it created this really big dramatic argument that was just ... where I 
was really ... the idea was, my family would try to beat me down until I had gotten down 
on my knees and said, “I’m sorry,” and apologized and took a whole bunch of thought 
that I wasn’t really feeling.

But for the sake of relation-

CINDY: Yeah. I feel like the authoritarian system is designed to keep you in your place, 
and so when you started to break out of your place, it kicks into gear and it’s almost 
automatic. Everyone knows exactly what to say, how to behave to shame you, guilt you, 
get you to go back into what they’re comfortable with, which is you not having a voice 
and you being back in your place.

MPT: Oh, totally. And me falling in line. And it’s just been in the last couple of years that 
we’ve been able to wiggle into places where it felt like okay, we can function, but we can 
not bring up any topic. If I were to bring up something, it would explode again. But we 
can keep the lid on the pot and not make a disturbance if we want to.

But the thing that I’ve learned in the process, and it’s funny because I just recently 
started my first probably in the last six months I’ve started counseling again, and this 
is my first experience with non, absolutely zero faith based counseling. And even as 
somebody who is very okay with lots of different things, it took me a little getting used 
to with the whole ... I’m just like, wait a second. You’re not going to shame me with this? 
Or you’re not going to ... this doesn’t make any sense, you know. And so it took me a 
little second to kind of get oh wow, this is how it’s going to be. This is how counseling is 
supposed to feel, you know.

And so I say all that to say that I think every major event in my life, like when I got 
married, when I had my first kid, every major event sort of brought up new baggage that 
I had to reassess, that much of it was based out of this culture that I was raised in, this 
culture that I really kind of stayed in for a long period time. And it was ... and you kind of 
have to reevaluate how it affects you and how it affects your interaction with well, first 
with my wife, and then with my children.

And so when I had kids, I made intentional decisions to break certain cycles. But if I was 
going to be a healthy, happy parent, I had watched how ... I had watched people who I 
grew up with ... I’ve got to be very careful. I have watched people who I grew up with 
raising kids, and I had seen evidence where their interaction with their children was very 
impacted by their upbringing, and it was not pretty. And since I was 31, or I guess I was 
34 when I had my first kid, I had the ability to kind of see it as an adult and be able to 
make choices prior to Elias arriving that set boundaries around how we parented.

And you know, our very first ... we made a choice probably six months before Elias 
arrived that we weren’t going to spank, all right. Okay. To me, that seems like an obvious 
... of course you don’t spank. Well, everyone in my world was I mean, it was just unheard 
of.

CINDY: Radical.



MPT: I mean, you were going to do a disservice. It wasn’t just, you were going to have 
misbehaved kids, you were going to do a disservice to this child by not spanking.

CINDY: Yeah. It’s so sad.

MPT: And you know, so we just ... but we didn’t care. You know, that was ... we read all the 
books. And you know, there were times I realized in those first several years that every 
moment when I would have an experience, and it only happened a couple times where 
you’d just get so frustrated, you know. You’re at your lowest parenting point and you’re 
like oh my gosh, I so want to act out. It was always from me. It was always from my anger 
for ... it was my desire and it was not in love with my child. And so anyway, it just sort of 
reiterated in me the choice that I had made, the decision that I had made prior to having 
kids was the right choice.

And so we just worked through each stage. And you realize wow, I can inspire good 
behavior and inspire my kids to make really awesome choices by being passionate about 
the good things that they do. Sure, we correct behavior when it’s necessary, but we try 
not to make that the focus of our parenting.

CINDY: Yes, I remember you posting about your son basically French kissing your dog. I 
was like, okay, you need to put an end to that somehow, in a gentle parenting way.

MPT: I know. I mean, it’s like-

CINDY: That was not okay.

MPT: Yeah. It is not okay. There was not ... it was not okay. It was like odd. But he literally 
just thinks the dog is awesome. He’ll let the dog just kiss, lick all over him. It is so gross. 
And it’s-

CINDY: I’m such a dog person, so I’m sorry if I keep bringing up your dog. Matthew and I 
were talking about your dog before we recorded.

So I love your story because I mean, it’s painful and relatable, and especially that journey 
out, how slow and arduous and how much it takes to disentangle yourself from the 
environment of your upbringing and with your original family, all of that is so ... I mean, 
yes, it sounds extreme, but you and I also know there’s a circle of us where it’s kind of all 
of our experiences.

MPT: of our experiences. And so-

CINDY: And so I’m just glad that you have taken that path. It sounds really hard, but it’s 
also I know full of joy. It’s a joyful ride down this slippery slope.

MPT: You know I’ll never forget, I think it was Rachel Held Evans who said, “Yes, what the 
fundamentalists were right about,” and one of the first things was like, “Yes, the slope is 
slippery.”

CINDY: It really is.



MPT: I mean, yeah, I’m just like ... it was. You really do, you start to slide and it just all 
starts to fall into place and you’re like okay yes, you feel lost, yes you feel frustrated, 
yes you don’t have ... but once you get to the bottom and you start looking around, you 
realize you’re not alone.

CINDY: Yeah, that’s true.

MPT: And so you start to pick up the pieces and you start to look around and find other 
people’s pieces. And you just little by little, start reconstructing belief and ideas, and 
putting back ... throwing away blocks that you’re not going to use ever again.

And there are certain things that I think what has helped me with ... been the most 
impactful experience with reconstruction for me is, or deconstruction, was just the idea 
of me being okay living in a whole bunch of questions. I don’t need to sit around and 
argue about what God’s going to do and what God’s not going to do, what God did. I 
find no value in it.

CINDY: And it really frees up a lot of mental space to explore things that actually matter.

MPT: Yeah. I mean, and you know, Cindy, when you start to stop being afraid, and I 
thought ... there have been several times when I believed with all my heart that I was 
not without fear, but not really a scared person, or not a fear filled person. However, I 
certainly learned otherwise in the whole journey.

However, I will say this. When you stop letting fear control you, the freedom that you 
can have and the joy that you can experience, it’s just like a light comes on and you 
become ... you can find that parenting experience that you’re like wow, this is a really 
great experience. I get to raise humans and get to be a part of their stories, and they get 
to inspire me and make me kind of like, tell me bits and pieces about their life that affect 
me that then teach me to be a better parent and know better how to raise them and 
inspire them.

And it’s been a really ... having kids has been a ... raising kids has sort of been a ... I 
hate to ... it’s not their job, I know. It’s not their job to be a part of my redeeming, my 
redemptive process. And I’m not saying that. But they have been a thread in that story 
that has helped me see even more of myself and helped me see where fundamentalism 
had impacted me. Because I know one of your questions that you sent me was, what is 
one of your greatest challenges when it comes to parenting.

And Cindy, I would say, me. I am my greatest challenge most of the time because I am 
constantly having to keep, recheck how I allow my past to affect my present. And then 
I just ... you know, it’s ... certainly, 10 years ago it was harder than it is now. But I know 
this. When I get to have conversations, and I lose the fear and I’m having really in depth 
conversations with my kids about really important topics, there’s a part of me that’s still 
like, I still step forward into that conversation with just a tiny bit of fear.



When I take the first step and I start to let go of that fear, I realize there was not anything 
to be afraid of, that I can have this conversation about something that maybe in the 
beginning, 10 years ago I was uncomfortable with having, but now I’m ready and I want 
to have this conversation with my kid and he needs to know it or she needs to know it. 
And so it has been a beautiful learning experience for me. And I’ll tell you, my children’s 
books, what inspires most of them is, I write to the kid that I was, and I write down words 
that I wish somebody had told me.

And so I mean, When God Made You is literally a book that is filled with rhymes that I 
wish somebody had told me. And then it starts to begin ... it begins to kind of go outside 
of me like, you know, what do I want to tell my kids? What does this group, what does 
this person need to hear? What does this other person who’s been ... like all the people 
who have been kicked off the island of faith in various ways and various times, how can I 
welcome them back to the story with this line? How can I ...

And so my hope with the children’s books is that on some small level, they help rebuild 
and give kids a God positive experience that is healthy and inspires them to be their 
best, that inspires them to be kind to all people, and really embrace the basic teachings 
that Jesus was so passionate about that as fundamentalists, we just didn’t put much 
emphasis on.

I mean, it’s so funny. When I think back to my fundamentalist days, I rarely heard a 
sermon on the teachings of Jesus. We heard lots of sermons on His actions. We heard 
lots of sermons on what He did, His journey to the cross, whatever. But when you got 
down to His passion for loving people, I mean, I cannot in my childhood remember that 
being something that echoed in my life.

And the other thing that my wife and I decided before we had kids is that we were going 
to find a new way to introduce God to our kids. And because I had such ... my wife had a 
pretty healthy introduction to God. I had such a messed up introduction that I did not ... 
I wanted to break the cycle and come up with a new path. And so these children’s books 
were sort of inspired out of that. And over time I sort of just, especially with God Made 
Light and God Made You, they became these stories that I wrote to myself that sort of 
became bigger than all that.

And so-

CINDY: So I have a question. Because this is ... you know, I think you and I sort of have 
similar career paths where we ... well, I ... we’re writing kind of for adults and writing 
about faith and culture. And then I personally stumbled into the whole parenting thing 
just because I was a parent and I was thinking about these issues. And then you kind of 
fell into the children’s book writing sphere. And I don’t know how intentional that was, I 
feel like life just happens and this is the way that it’s taken.

But I know for me, what I’ve discovered is that working with parenting, working 
with children, is actually probably the most important thing, kind of the answer that 
progressive Christians are looking for. It’s like you want to do better, you want to detoxify, 
you want to have healthy spirituality, start here, you know. Start with the children 
because it not only like you said, heals ... not only does it raise healthy children, but it 
heals our inner selves and our past selves. And yeah, so I’m just-



MPT: I mean, this is something to build on. Because here’s the deal. I think many of us 
come into this progressive faith and when we start to have children, we start to raise 
children as progressives, I think we start to wonder how much of our current experience 
is based on what we did experience. How much of our current contentment and where 
we are, how much of that is built upon the foundation of what happened to us as kids or 
happened to us as teenagers or whatever. And so I think-

CINDY: Yeah. And subconsciously.

MPT: Absolutely. And I think that in order for us to see what that looks like and see what 
belief looks like in a progressive manner, I think finding ways to offer our kids a new story 
or a-

CINDY: Love it.

MPT: ... different story is one of the most basic, beautiful ways of just passing this grace 
that we have discovered on. And it’s funny because you know, I think you and I have 
talked about it before, there’s not a lot ... not a lot of people are doing that. And I think 
that part of it is that so many of us come into this progressive faith so hurt, and we’re 
carrying so much burden and so much pain, that it’s hard for us to even know how to 
move forward and give what we’re going to give kids. And I was there.

There’s a part of me that just ... I mean, I just want my kids to know God is love, 
that’s about it, you know? I’m not sure how much deeper I can go. And, but there’s 
a progressive narrative. God has a progressive narrative. The story of God, the story 
of scripture, there’s certain elements that we can find a common ground with our 
progressive ideas and it still be a scriptural concept that we can pass on to our kids, that 
we can say, that we can retell.

When I talk to my kids, it’s funny. I talk to my kids about the story of Noah. And 10 years 
ago I would never have thought that I would be telling my kids the story of Noah and 
then saying it probably never happened and it’s really actually a terrible story, adding 
all of these disclaimers. I never would have imagined doing that 10 years from now. And 
now, I do it with ease. You know, my kids will come home and we’ll be talking about 
something and somebody will say, “Well, isn’t that in the bible?” And then we’ll start 
talking about that and how it ... I’m okay with letting them know all about the good and 
the bad and the right and the wrong, all the things with scripture.

I mean, certainly everything is age appropriate. I’m not going to share some of the 
stories. But I have no problem with them seeing a very ... seeing the flaws of the story of 
scripture, as children. Because I was-

CINDY: We weren’t raised ... we were raised in this you know, the bible is literal. So it’s so 
funny because it’s such a shock to us that oh, you can read the bible in a liberal way. And 
it’s like, there are people that have read the bible that way for-

MPT: Oh, for a really long time.

CINDY: ... a long time.



MPT: Yeah. I mean, and this is not new. I mean, progressive theology was something that 
is rooted in many of our ... many countries’ Christian history. And certainly, and there 
were good and not so good things that happened with all those ... you know, some 
people used it well, some people didn’t. But it’s always been there. There’s always been 
a thread of people that have been inspired to let ... people who somebody said, “They 
didn’t fit into the story,” let those people in and be a part of the story.

And so that’s me. That’s what I hope to do in a very basic childlike way, let everybody 
into the story, let everybody know that God affirms who they are, that delights in who 
they are, and giving parents words. And you know, I mean, yeah-

CINDY: And that’s really a service to people because a lot of us, we have those 
sentiments. But yeah, you just give us such a gift with the rhymes. I love rhymes, it’s just 
fun to read.

MPT: Yeah. I mean, yeah.

CINDY: And we ... so parents-

MPT: It’s easy to read.

CINDY: Yeah. Parents don’t have to do as much because we’re tired. Most of us are tired 
at bedtime. Nobody wants to think anymore.

MPT: Oh, totally.

CINDY: So to be able to just pick up your book and read them these rhymes that we can 
be confident is inserting love and compassion and like you said, to include them in the 
story of God is just such a gift. So I just thank you so much, Matthew Paul Turner for your 
work, for the ways that you ... I mean, you’ve just impacted countless families.

MPT: And can I just say this. Very few people have impacted me and my parenting more 
than you, Cindy. And I am so grateful for this community and for this conversation that 
you keep going. And I know that it’s hard sometimes and it’s a lot of work. And you 
challenge me to think outside of what I’m even comfortable with in my current state. I 
am constantly not settling in my own little circle, because you push me outside of that 
circle. And I am so grateful.

CINDY: Thank you.

MPT: Because there have been times when you have said things to me and I have literally 
taken them literally, and I’ve gone home and found ways to act those things out. And so I 
just am so grateful for your wisdom and for your just being such an important part of this 
conversation and being willing to use your story to teach other people how to do things 
better, or just to raise the question, how can we do it better.

And so I’m very, very grateful for that. And so thank you.

CINDY: Thank you, thank you. It’s so much joy. It’s just a joy. So, thank you.
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